
VILLAGE OF ROTHSCHILD 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
July 13, 2020 

 
Accepted: July 27, 2020 

 1 

 

1. Call to Order:   
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.  Members 
Present: Dan Mortensen, Bill Schremp, Rex Zemke, Jim Visintainer, Pat McCarthy, Barb 
Berry (Zoom Attendee) and Village President George Peterson.  Also present: 
Administrator Gary Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, and Deputy 
Clerk Stacey Stepan. 
 

2. Minutes of June 22, 2020: 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Zemke to Approve the Planning and Zoning Meeting 
Minutes of June 22, 2020 as Presented.  Questioned and carried 7:0. 
 

3. Motion to Open the Public Hearing to Hear and Consider the Request for the Rezone of 
Proposed Properties from Government Institutional (G/I), Commercial (C-2), and 
Parkland (P-1) to Urban Commercial District (C-2U) Located at Bus HWY 51, Frontage 
Lots and 18 and 20 Alexander Avenue: 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Open the Public Hearing to Hear and Consider 
the Request for the Rezone of Proposed Properties from Government Institutional 
(G/I), Commercial (C-2), and Parkland (P-1) to Urban Commercial District (C-2U) 
Located at BUS HWY 51, Frontage Lots and 18 and 20 Alexander Avenue.  
Questioned and carried 7:0 
 
Mr. Vergara explained the rezone application for the parcels located adjacent to the 
Village Hall on the north side of Alexander Avenue.  Note that there are alleyways that 
are intended to remain in place as part of this rezone with existing water utilities.  Of the 
5 parcels, there are 4 different zoning classifications that consist of: Parkland, 
Government/Institutional, and two commercial classifications (C-2 and C-2U). 
 
All properties are owned by the Village of Rothschild.  As part of this project and an 
effort to save money, the Village has decided to go ahead and attempt to rezone all these 
properties to C-2U.  This allows for higher density development and reduce setbacks.  If 
rezoned as a C-2U than we can “squeeze” more on to the Village lots.  When the CSM is 
presented on a later agenda items these will be identified as Lot 1, Lot 2, and Lot 3 
because of the current alleyways. 
 

4. Motion to Close the Public Hearing: 
 
Motioned by McCarthy/Zemke to Close the Public Hearing.  Questioned and 
carried 7:0 
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5. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Request for the Rezone of Proposed 
Properties from Government Institutional (G/I), Commercial (C-2), and Parkland (P-
1) to Urban Commercial District (C-2U) Located at Bus HWY 51, Frontage Lots and 
18 and 20 Alexander Avenue: 
 
One of the properties is already zoned C-2U, so 4 Lots are in question.  C-2U allows for 
tighter setbacks and lesser green space.  The actual frontage meets the 50 ft minimum 
requirement and lot areas are greater than the 6,500 sq. ft requirement. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Rezone the Government Lot (G-1), 
Commercial (C-2) and Parkland (P-1) to C-2U as submitted.  Questioned and 
carried 7:0 
 

6. Village of Rothschild CSM for BUS HWY 51, Frontage Lots, 18 and 20 Alexander 
Avenue Parcels: 

The purpose of the Certified Survey Map (CSM) Application is to combine and modify the 
lots for the new fire department building without vacating the alleyways.  There is a 
significant amount of money to be saved by leaving the alleyways, as is, along with the 
existing watermain in place under the alley.    

In general, Lot 1 is the combination of 3 standard residential lots into a single lot.   
 
Lot 2 is the current asphalted area that the Village acquired from American Can.  The lot 
line on the north is being pushed northerly to the north side of the existing alleyway 
driveway.  By moving the north lot line to the opposite side of the alley, it allows for the 
vehicles to have a direct access from Lot 2 to BUS HWY 51 via the alleyway drive access. 
 
Conversely, the Lot 3 southern lot line is being adjusted northerly because of what is 
occurring on Lot 2. 
 
Lot 1 has 33,840 sq. ft, Lot 2 has 7,583 sq. ft, and Lot 3 has 10,512 sq. ft. of area, 
respectively.  All lots exceed the minimum required area in the C-2U zoning classification 
of 6,500 sq. ft. 
 
Additionally, all three lots require at least 50 linear feet of frontage.  Lots 1, 2, and 3 also 
exceed the minimum linear footage.   
 
Finally, the proposed use that encompasses “Public Services” would fall under the 
permitted uses of C-2U as highlighted in A.(5)(a) above. 
 
Based on these findings, Mr. Vergara recommended approval of the CSM for the Village of 
Rothschild as applied for and presented above. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Village of Rothschild CSM 
Creating Lot 1, 2, and 3 to BUS Hwy 51 which includes lots 18 and 20 Alexander 
Avenue parcel part of C-2U.  Questioned and carried 7:0 
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7. Motion to Adjourn for the Zoning Board of Appeals Hearing at 5:20 pm 

 
Motioned by Mortensen/McCarthy to adjourn the Planning & Zoning Commission.  
Questions and carried 7:0. Meeting adjourned at 5:15 pm 
 

8. Reconvene following the Zoning Board of Appeals Hearing at Approximately 5:40 
p.m. 
 
Planning & Zoning Commission Reconvened at 5:46 pm 
 

9. Riverside Fire Department Site: 
 
A Site Plan application was submitted by Five Bugles/Wendel/REI on behalf of Riverside 
Fire District for the Alexander Avenue site.  Robert Krzyzanowski from Wendel 
Companies and Jim Borysenko from REI gave a presentation on the design of the Fire 
Department. 
 

• The retaining wall in back will be 10 ft tall with an 8 ft privacy fence. 
• The Bioretention pond will be dry between rain falls. During a rainstorm, has 6 

inches of storage before out falling into BUS 51 storm sewer system. 
• The building is proposed to have a brick Wainscoting going for wall panel on the 

building 
• A sheet piling wall (in the back) will be painted and will be 6 ft between building 

and wall.  
• There are 3 light poles proposed in the parking lot and the remaining lights will 

be building mounted.  Internal lighting (some in the front and by side doors) will 
be regulated by sensors.  The tower will have lights illuminating it. 

• Angle parking on Alexander Avenue. The slope of road, with the retaining wall, 
creates a potential for vehicles backing out into traffic this caused a concern with 
the Commission Members. 

 
The site consists of three lots crossed by alleyways.  The application is for the full 
demolition of the existing building, construction of a new building, and new parking 
areas.  The site is now zoned C-2U per a previous agenda item.  The building height is 
proposed at 37.5-feet below the maximum of 45-feet. 
 
Lighting and Landscaping.  No lighting or landscaping plan was received at the time of 
the review, but they will both be provided later this year.  If possible, all lighting should 
meet the “dark sky friendly” criteria. 
 
Utilities and Stormwater Management.  The new building is proposed to be serviced by 
Rothschild water and sanitary off Alexander Avenue.  Stormwater is being addressed by 
a bioretention basin that is proposed to be located adjacent to BUS HWY 51.  The 
stormwater criteria are set at a 40% TSS requirement since it is considered 
redevelopment.  However, since it is sized large enough to accommodate the retention of 
the 100-year storm event, it exceeds the 40% TSS requirement.    
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The basin is NOT tied to the storm basin to the north.  Perhaps at some time in the future 
the Village will pursue integrating both together when we need additional credits per 
WDNR requirements.  The proposed storm basin meets the Village’s stormwater 
ordinance requirements. 
 
Parking Lot/Traffic Control.  Parking that has been proposed is approved by Riverside 
Fire Department.  Stalls meet the Village requirements of 180 square feet. 
 
Architectural Review and Development Standards.  Submittals of the new building show 
both a finished metal exterior sheeting along with a varying 3–4 foot concrete block 
veneer at the base on 3+ sides.  No color rendering was submitted for this meeting. 
 
Mr. Vergara recommended approval of the site plan as submitted with the following 
conditions: 
 
1. An acceptable landscaping plan is submitted. 
2. An acceptable lighting plan is submitted. 
3. Confirm the exterior by color and materials along with an acceptable exterior 

facade of the existing building is submitted.   
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Schremp to Approve the Riverside Fire Department Site 
Plan Subject to the on Street Parking Revisions to be Reviewed by the Fire Chief, 
Police Chief, and Department of Public Works and Lighting, Landscaping, Exterior 
Finishing and Traffic Flow with Parking are to be addressed by the Firms and 
Resubmitted to Planning & Zoning at a Later Date.  Questioned and carried 7:0 
 

10. Rothschild Waterworks Building Site Plan 
 
Tabled to the July 27, 2020 meeting 
 

11. Adjourn: 
 
Motion by Visintainer/Zemke to adjourn.  Questioned and carried 7:0 Meeting 
adjourned at 6:40 pm 
 
Stacey Stepan 
Village of Rothschild Deputy Clerk 

 


